Instructor Notes

Updated: 10 March 2003

Module: Formal Technical Reviews

Module ID: QUA2

1.  The basic approach of this module is to provide two sets of lecture material and an exercise on formal technical reviews.  The first set of slides provides an overview of reviews, walkthroughs, and inspections.  The second set of slides focuses in detail on formal technical reviews.

2.  The exercise is a team-based exercise in which each team conducts an FTR and reports on the review.  Instructors will have to decide on approach to forming teams and whether to assign roles or let the teams self-organize.  

3.  In addition to the review report, a second exercise that works well with the FTR is to have each student submit a short paper reflecting on and summarizing his or her own observations about the FTR exercise.  This is useful to encourage students to think more about FTR techniques.  In providing an individual work product for marking, it can also be used as a means of differentiating among students on a team.

4.  The approach in the slides draws most directly on the Freedman and Weinberg material, although it is consistent with other sources.

5.  There are several good bibliographies on the Web related to reviews.  Phillip Johnson has maintained one of the best at http://www.ics.hawaii.edu/~johnson/FTR/.  At present this source is unavailable.  Another good source is http://www2.umassd.edu/SWPI/TechnicalReview/review.html

